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Cornwall Councillor Report  - Mevagissey Parish Council – June 2025
I hope you are all well as we go through June.
Following May’s Local Elections, things are now becoming a bit clearer at Cornwall Council in terms of who is running the council. 
The first Full Council of the current term saw Bodmin's Leigh Frost elected as Leader of Cornwall Council. I've known Leigh since his election in 2017 - he's a good local man with a young family who I know stood to represent his community for the same reasons I stood to represent mine. Politics is a team game, and although our politics with a big P differ in some areas, I appreciated Leigh's conciliatory speech prior to his election and I look forward to working with him and his new Cabinet to serve the people of Cornwall over the coming years.
Moving on to local issues:
On  7 June I did the annual beating of the bounds of Mevagissey Parish, which this year included a detour down to Pentewan via the trail, and then back out to Mevagissey via the coastpath. I have reported a few issues with sidegrowth in a couple of places on the coastpath, which Cormac have said they will look at shortly, as well as working to get Cormac out to clear debris from the trail from Peruppa Bridge following a traffic collision there.
Cormac are also working with the landowner to resolve a long-term flooding issue on the road to Peruppa near the substation, and on old road.
In terms of water ingress, I reported leaks on or above the harbour to South West Water towards the end of May and early June and understand these have now been fixed
Looking at other traffic issues, I did receive a number of contacts regarding the signage that was erected at Tregiskey directing traffic down School Hill. I thought the meeting with the Harbour Trust about this issue was positive last week. I think the most appropriate solution would be to come up with some advertising or signage option which promotes the harbour’s carpark in an appropriate place so as not to signpost all types of traffic down School Hill. I am sure that between us, we will be able to assist in a solution to this. 
It was great to go up to Mevagissey School for part of their Big Green Week and watch the immersive film on some of the big challenges we are facing as a planet, in a pop up planetarium. A fantastic and informative experience, they even had popcorn! Thank you and well done to Leon Burdett and company for arranging it.
I am pleased to have  finally got agreement from Cornwall Council to treat the slipway at Portmellon, which they are going to do in June and again at the end of the season. And moving forward every year thereafter. 
Relating to the parking issues raised in the meeting tonight, I have forwarded the correspondence to the Council’s Civil Parking Enforcement team for their awareness and surveillance when in the area. 
 They have replied:
‘Regardless of whether there is a waiting restriction in place or not, road users should comply with rules of the Highway Code.  The Code advises road users not to park within 10 metres of a junction, and Rule 242 states ‘You MUST NOT leave your vehicle or trailer in a dangerous position or where it causes any unnecessary obstruction of the road.’   If this situation occurs, members of the public can contact the Police.
To restrict all parking would require a change to the existing no waiting restriction to a No Loading restriction or Restricted Parking Zone.  This would require the same statutory consultation and legal processes (and costs) as per any other new waiting restriction scheme funded through the Community Network Highway Scheme process.’
I have been in touch with the Environment Agency about potential new funding routes to help realise the Harbour Resilience scheme. This would still involve Cornwall Council as the Grant in Aid facilitator but they hope the funding gap could be mostly be provided from a central pot. I have raised this with Noah Law MP so he can be aware and lobby for the scheme’s inclusion if needed. If this goes as the EA hopes, it would mean that the resilience scheme could be delivered in the 26/27 financial year. 
I saw the below funding opportunities and thought it might be of interest:
Nature:
https://naturesave.co.uk/naturesave-trust/
Town halls:
https://acre.org.uk/main-grants-scheme-for-village-halls/
High streets:
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/business-trading-and-licences/economic-development/town-regeneration-and-investment-programme/ 
Finally, looking at another new role for me, I am delighted to confirm my appointment as co-Chair of the Cornwall Learning Disability Partnership Board.
Working with Healthwatch Cornwall, the Cornwall Learning Disability Partnership Board connects individuals with learning disabilities, carers, and service providers to improve local services. 
It ensures their voices are heard in shaping health, social care, and community support. The board fosters collaboration, identifies key issues, and promotes positive change for inclusive, person-centered services.
The Learning Disability Partnership Board provides an opportunity for people with a learning disability, their families and carers to work with professionals to improve the lives of people living with a learning disability in Cornwall.
I look forward to using my experience on the Council over the past 11 years, plus lived experience as a SEND parent to contribute in this really important area.
As ever, should people require my assistance on any matter, please get in touch on 07885 277670 or at cllr.james.mustoe@cornwall.gov.uk

