		
   MEVAGISSEY PARISH COUNCIL
mevagissey-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Mevagissey Activity Centre
On Thursday 21 May 2026 at 7.35 pm

Present 	Cllrs. M Facey (Chairman), P Simpson (Vice-Chairman), G Barham, L Burdett, B Collins, J Fillingham, 
J Gann, P King, K Prynn, J Whatty.

In Attendance	P Howson (Clerk to the Council), 1 member of the public.
			.		
	UNRATIFIED UNLESS SIGNED	 

1.	Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. J Morgan, G Williams, and J Mustoe (Ward Member). 
	
2.	Cllr. King declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 20 (grant application from Wild Wonder and Wisdom).

3.	Public participation.   Dave Hill spoke on agenda item 19 (grant application from Portmellon Community Group), giving the reasons for the project and answering questions from members.

4.	Proposed by Cllr. Simpson, Seconded by Cllr. Fillingham that the minutes of the meeting held on 16 April 2026 be accepted.  											Carried.
	The Chairman signed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

5.	Proposed by Cllr. Collins, Seconded by Cllr. Barham that the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 23 April 2026 be accepted.											Carried.
The Chairman signed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

6.	The Clerk reported that:	
· An intention notice had been received for the closure of Portmellon Road between the junctions with Polkirt Hill and Portmellon Park, on 2nd July, 9.30 am – 3.30 pm, for utility service connections;
· An intention notice had been received for the closure of Kestle Road between properties Highfield and Roseverth, between 28th – 30th July, 7pm – 7am, for work by South West Water;
· An intention notice had been received for the closure of Cliff Street, between the junctions with Beach Road and Battery Terrace, between 7th – 9th September, 9.30 am – 2.30 pm, for bank stabilisation works;
· Cornwall Council had announced that they are rolling out around 85 new real-time passenger information screens across the County, providing live bus timetable information to passengers, and the roll-out will include the bus shelter on Valley Road;
· A Chartered Surveyor had inspected the toilet blocks with a view of obtaining an up to date valuation for insurance purposes, and his report was awaited;
· The defibrillator for Lower Well Park had been delivered and Cllr. Barham was arranging installation.
7.	The Ward Member’s report had been circulated and was taken as read.  It can be seen on the Council’s website.

8.	To approve the monthly finances.   
		
	Bills to Pay
	Recruitment advertisement for Clerk vacancy (paid)
	£
	150.00
	
	

	
	Defibrillator, cabinet and responder kit for Lower Well Park (paid)
	£
	2,148.29
	
	

	
	Wild Wonder and Wisdom (event sponsorship) (paid)
	£
	20.00
	
	

	
	Supply and installation of slabs in War Memorial garden (paid)
	£
	1,890.35
	
	

	
	Interim legal fees for transfer of land around the MAC (paid)
	£
	1,500.00
	
	

	
	Valley Rd PC electricity 02/04/26 - 01/05/26 (paid)
	£
	42.10
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC electricity 02/04/26 - 01/05/26 (paid)
	£
	39.57
	
	

	
	April staff costs
	£
	2,333.29
	
	

	
	IT support May 2026
	£
	55.46
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC hygiene services 08/06/26 - 07/09/26
	£
	458.91
	
	

	
	Operate Valley Rd PC May 2026
	£
	1,562.97
	
	

	
	Operate West Wharf PC May 2026
	£
	1,537.88
	
	

	
	Office costs
	£
	5.95
	
	

	
	Annual data protection fee
	£
	52.00
	
	

	
	Annual insurance premium
	£
	1,505.95
	
	

	
	Valley Rd PC water 02/04/26 - 01/05/26
	£
	377.41
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC water 03/03/26 - 30/04/26
	£
	156.24
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	£
	13,836.37
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accounts
	Amount available to spend as of last meeting
	£
	107,662.03
	
	

	
	Expenditure last month
	£
	6,827.98
	
	

	
	  plus office costs (printing & phone)
	£
	33.49
	
	

	
	  License for climate awarewness film
	£
	30.00
	
	

	
	  PC card-reader service fee for March
	£
	36.00
	
	

	
	  PC attendants 15-17/04/26
	£
	228.78
	
	

	
	  Annual subscription to Cornwall ALC
	£
	970.55
	
	

	
	  New card-reader and repairs at West Wharf PC
	£
	1,176.00
	
	

	
	  Meeting room hire throughout April
	£
	93.80
	
	

	
	  Bank charges
	£
	10.60
	
	

	
	2026/27 Precept (first of two payments)
	£
	80,000.00
	
	Received

	
	Contribution towards defibrillator
	£
	1,500.00
	
	Received

	
	Money in bank
	£
	179,754.83
	
	

	
	Available to spend
	£
	179,754.83
	
	

	
	Bank Statements (30/04/2026)
	
	
	
	

	
	Current Account
	
	
	£
	89.37

	
	Deposit Account
	
	
	£
	179,665.46

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	£
	179,754.83

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Proposed by Cllr. King, Seconded by Cllr. Collins that the monthly finances be approved and the bills paid.
													Carried.
	A copy of the May payment schedule was signed by two members of the Finance Committee.

9.	Proposed by Cllr. Burdett, Seconded by Cllr. Barham that agenda item 19 (grant application from Portmellon Community Group) be brought forward and dealt with immediately.					Carried.

10.	To consider a grant application from Portmellon Community Group for £900 towards the £900 - £1,100 cost of purchasing and installing a set of marker buoys and speed limit signs at Portmellon Cove to protect swimmers, paddle boarders, and kayakers from bigger and faster motorised vessels transiting to and from the open sea, with the applicant remaining responsible for the ongoing maintenance of the equipment.
	Proposed by Cllr. Burdett, Seconded by Cllr. Gann that a grant of £900 be paid to the Portmellon Community Group towards the cost of marker buoys and speed limit signs, payable under the provisions of LGA 1972 s 137.
													Carried.

11.	Proposed by Cllr. Gann, Seconded by Cllr. Burdett that the 2025/26 Fixed Assets Register be approved.	Carried.
	A copy of the 2025/26 Fixed Asset Register was signed by the Chairman.

12. 	To approve budgeted spend as follows:
12a.	Proposed by Cllr. Prynn, Seconded by Cllr. Gann that the annual grant of £350 to St. Peter’s PCC towards the cost of printing the Tower & Spire, payable under the provisions of LGA 1972 s 137, be paid.			Carried.
12b.	Proposed by Cllr. Prynn, Seconded by Cllr. Collins that the annual grant of £2,000 to the Jubilee Hall towards its general upkeep and the purchase of a gazebo and outdoor seating, payable under the provisions of LGA 1972 s 133, be paid.												Carried.
12c.	The Clerk reported that a revised quote had been received for pitch cutting.  Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Gann that the annual grant of £1,785 to Mevagissey FC to cover the cost of pitch cutting, payable under the provisions of LGA (Misc. Provisions) 1976 s 19, be paid.						Carried.
	
13.	Cllr. Gann reported that the work of the Digital Working Group (WG) was on hold pending the appointment of a new Clerk.

14.	Devolution WG.
14a. 	The monthly report from the Devolution WG had been circulated by Cllr. Collins and was taken as read.  It was noted that the proposed transfer of land on Valley Road (comprising the freehold of the Mevagissey Activity Centre [MAC], the sports field, the multi-use games area, the bowling green, and the car park) was now being progressed by the appointed solicitors.  It was also noted that the management agreement for the maintenance by volunteers of Valley Road Garden (a.k.a. Cornerways Garden) was now in place.  Cllr. Fillingham reported that he had been researching software for the recording and management of the Council’s assets.
14b.	Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Fillingham that the Devolution WG be authorised to use social media to promote public involvement in the maintenance of Cornerways Garden as it sees fit, and the ensuing activity will form the basis of a future Social Media Policy.							Carried.
14c.	Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Simpson that retrospective approval be provided for payment of the initial fee of £1,500 charged by the solicitors engaged to implement the actions agreed at the extraordinary meeting of the Council on 23rd April and recorded in minutes 4 and 5 of that meeting, payable under the provisions of LGA 1972 s 124.											Carried
	
15.	To receive the monthly report from the Public Toilets WG (Cllr. Facey).
15a.	Cllr. Facey reported on the income from entry charges to West Wharf PC, where there has been a minor issue with the cardreader.  Delivery of the new hand driers is still awaited.
15b.	Following a request from the Feast Week Committee that the opening hours of West Wharf PC be extended during Feast Week, the following arrangements had been proposed:
	Fish Sunday: GCF on duty until 6pm, then Feast's own security until 9.30 pm with support from GCF, who will clean on lock up.
	Friday: GCF on duty until 7.30 pm, then Feast Security to 9.30 pm with some support from GCF again.
Saturday: GCF on duty until 6pm, then Feast Security until 9.30 pm.
	It was agreed that GCF will have prior contact with Frontline Security to discuss communication and managing numbers accessing the loos, ie 1 in 1 out style.
	Things to consider to make it work: 1) Security to stay on site and not wander off.  2) Good comms between GCF and security (radios maybe).  3) GCF to assess whether charging for cubicles is better, but can make free access to urinals at their discretion.  Feast do not hold insurance that would cover damage.  Extra GCF hours can be funded out of the attendant budget.
	Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Burdett that the Council supports the agreement.		Carried.

16.	Climate Action WG.
[bookmark: _Hlk482195936]16a.	Cllr. King reported that meetings were now bi-monthly, so there was no report this month, but he highlighted the following forthcoming events:
· Peoples Emergency Briefing: a public information film about the climate and nature breakdown, followed by discussion.  Saturday 6th June at 3pm at Holy Trinity Church, St Austell.
· Beyond Bricks, a film by Cornwall Climate Care.  Thursday 11th June at 6.30 pm at the MAC.
16b.	Proposed by Cllr. Gann, Seconded by Cllr. Barham that approval be provided for the following spend from the WG’s budget: a) £20 to sponsor a race at Wild Wonder and Wisdom’s ‘Walkie Talkies Plus’ group event at the MAC on 9th May, staged to raise money for the organisation (retrospective); b) refreshments for the 'People's Emergency Briefing' film showing totalling £127.50; c) refreshments for the 'Beyond Bricks ' film showing totalling £70.  All payable under the provisions of LGA 1972 s 137.								Carried.
16c.	To approve spend by the Climate Action WG Chair of £9.60 per month, billed annually, for the purchase of Microsoft 365 for installation on his PC, to be taken from the WG’s budget, payable under the provisions of LGA 1972 s 137.   Approval was not given.  Members of the Digital WG said there were free alternatives available, and they will pursue this.

17.	Cllr. Gann reported that the seasonal litter bins were now in place for the season, and there had been no issues.  The Feast Week Committee had asked for two additional bins for the week, and a quote was awaited.

18.	To consider a proposal to look into the financial impact of using alternative methods of street weed control (Cllr. Prynn).  Cllrs. Prynn and Fillingham have been investigating alternatives.  The Clerk was asked to find out what other local councils use, and what alternatives are recommended by the Council’s contractor.  This item will remain on the agenda.
	
19.	To consider a grant application from Mevagissey Youth for £1,000 towards the £4,000 annual cost of venue hire, replacement of damaged equipment, and running costs.  Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Simpson that the requested sum of £1,000 be paid in full, under the provisions of LGA (Misc. Provisions) 1976 s 19. 	Carried.       

20.	To consider a grant application from Mevagissey Youth FC for £1,000 towards the £6,000 annual cost of training, match fees, equipment replacement, and extra cutting and maintenance of the school pitch.  
Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Prynn that the requested sum of £1,000 be paid in full, under the provisions of LGA (Misc. Provisions) 1976 s 19. 							Carried.       

21.	To consider a grant application from Wild Wonder and Wisdom CIC for £3,000 towards the £7,200 cost of providing qualified, first-aid trained walk leaders to risk assess, plan and lead two walks per week for adults aged over 50 in Mevagissey and the surrounding area as part of their ‘Walkie Talkies Plus’ group, payable under the provisions of LGA (Misc. Provisions) 1976 s 19.  Cllr. King withdrew for this item, having declared an interest.
	Members were unclear about why such a large sum was required for a walking group, especially as there appeared to be no capital spend.  It was also unclear how many members and walk leaders lived within the parish.  It was agreed to defer the application and invite the applicant to address the Council at the next meeting.

22.	Proposal to review the 2026/27 budget (Cllr. Gann).  Cllr. Gann referred to a spreadsheet he is preparing to help  explain the Council’s reserves.  He will share this with members and it will be considered at the next meeting.

23.	To consider actions arising from the PSTN landline switch-off checklist received from Liquid11 telecoms company (Cllr. Gann).   There was agreement that some response was appropriate, but uncertainty about the motives of this commercial company.  Cllr. Prynn will seek advice on contacting the more vulnerable residents, and will draft a suitable information sheet for display.  This item will remain on the agenda.

24.	The meeting ended at 9.25 pm.  Date of next meeting: 18 June 2026.










	Signed .........................................................................................	Dated ....................................
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