		
   MEVAGISSEY PARISH COUNCIL
mevagissey-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Mevagissey Activity Centre
On Thursday 16 April 2026 at 7pm

Present 	M Roberts (Chairman), M Facey (Vice-Chairman), G Barham, L Burdett, B Collins, J Fillingham, J Gann, 
P King, J Morgan, K Prynn, P Simpson, J Whatty.

In Attendance	Cllr. J Mustoe (Ward Member), P Howson (Clerk to the Council), 1 member of the public.
			.		
	UNRATIFIED UNLESS SIGNED	 
	
1.	Chairman’s opening remarks.  The Chairman offered condolences on behalf of the Council to Cllr. Simpson following the passing of his son.  He then reported that the Clerk had submitted his resignation, with 3 months’ notice to be worked.  He concluded by reminding members of the etiquette of debate detailed in Standing Orders and asked for respect to be given to those speaking.

2.	Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr. G Williams.  Cllr. Whatty would be leaving early.

3.	There were no Declarations of Interest or Gifts.

4.	Public participation.  Darren Male introduced himself as a member of St Goran Parish Council and explained that he simply wished to observe proceedings.

5.	Proposed by Cllr. Facey, Seconded by Cllr. Whatty that the minutes of the meeting held on 19 March 2026 be accepted.											Carried.
	The Chairman signed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

6.	Proposed by Cllr. Facey, Seconded by Cllr. Fillingham that the minutes of the planning meeting held on 20 March 2026 be accepted.										.	Carried.
	The Chairman signed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.										
7.	The Clerk reported that:
· A reply had been received from Ocean Housing regarding their maintenance and management fees policy, and circulated to members;
· A notice of intention to close Middle Wharf (between Polkirt Hill and West Wharf) between 5-7 October, 24 hours, for works by S W Water had been received;
· Carlyon Systems had confirmed that they can offer ad-hoc support to all Council members at the rate of £50 per hour, in quarter-hour increments (the ongoing access problems for some members was noted and Carlyon Systems will be asked to produce a written guide to help members resolve problems);
· Cornwall Council had announced that they are resuming the treatment of weeds in the streets for this year.  For those who opt out, a grant will be payable.  Having already appointed a contractor, an opt-out form had been completed.
8.	The Ward Member's report had been circulated and was taken as read.  It can be seen on the Council’s website.
He also highlighted the motion he was proposing regarding Cornwall Council’s (CC) school transport policy which is agenda item 11.1 for CC’s meeting on 21st April and which can be seen here: 
Agenda for Cornwall Council on Tuesday, 21st April, 2026, 10.30 am - Cornwall Council

9.	To approve the monthly finances.    
		
	Bills to Pay
	West Wharf PC attendants 01/04/26 - 07/04/26 (paid)
	£
	584.66
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC attendants 08/04/26 - 14/04/26 (paid)
	£
	584.66
	
	

	
	Valley Rd PC water 03/03/26 - 01/04/26
	£
	536.97
	
	

	
	Valley Rd PC electricity 02/03/26 - 01/04/26
	£
	39.63
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC electricity 02/03/26 - 01/04/26
	£
	67.23
	
	

	
	Operate Valley Rd PC April 2026
	£
	1,562.97
	
	

	
	Operate West Wharf PC April 2026
	£
	1,537.88
	
	

	
	IT support April 2026
	£
	55.46
	
	

	
	March staff costs
	£
	1,854.12
	
	

	
	Office costs
	£
	4.40
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	£
	6,827.98
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accounts
	Amount available to spend as of last meeting
	£
	114,897.69
	
	

	
	Expenditure last month
	£
	6,111.30
	
	

	
	  plus Labour for PC winter maintenance programme
	£
	1,800.00
	
	

	
	  Provisions for CC Cabinet Member visit
	£
	100.00
	
	

	
	  March meeting room hire
	£
	167.60
	
	

	
	  Replacement water control valve for Valley Rd. PC
	£
	240.00
	
	

	
	  Website set-up and annual charge
	£
	928.80
	
	

	
	  Bank charges
	£
	10.00
	
	

	
	Business contributions to seasonal litter bins
	£
	1,500.00
	
	Received

	
	Bank interest
	£
	622.04
	
	Received

	
	Money in bank
	£
	107,662.03
	
	

	
	Available to spend
	£
	107,662.03
	
	

	
	Bank Statements (31/03/2026)
	
	
	
	

	
	Current Account
	
	
	£
	46.57

	
	Deposit Account
	
	
	£
	107,615.46

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	£
	107,662.03


	
Proposed by Cllr. Facey, Seconded by Cllr. Morgan that the monthly finances be approved and the bills paid.
												Carried.
A copy of the April payment schedule was signed by two members of the Finance Committee.

10.	Proposed by Cllr. King, Seconded by Cllr. Facey that the 2025/26 Q4 Statement of Accounts be accepted.	Carried.

11.	Proposed by Cllr. Facey, Seconded by Cllr. Collins that the 2025/26 End of Year Accounts Summary be accepted.
													Carried.
12.	To approve the appointment of Linda Coles as the Council’s internal auditor for 2026/27.
	Cllr. Gann alleged that the previous internal audit had been completed incorrectly.
Proposed by Cllr. Simpson, Seconded by Cllr. Barham that the appointment should be deferred until completion of the forthcoming internal audit.									Carried.

13.	Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Facey that CALC / NALC membership should be renewed for 2026/27.  
													Carried.
14	To consider whether to renew the Council’s annual insurance with Zurich.
Cllr. Gann queried the insurance value of the toilet blocks.  Proposed by Cllr. Burdett, Seconded by Cllr. Gann that a formal valuation of both toilet blocks should be obtained, and fresh quotes for insurance should be obtained from Zurich and from NALC’s Clear Councils insurance scheme for comparison.				Carried.

15.	Proposed by Cllr. Facey, Seconded by Cllr. Simpson that the Council’s Complaint Handling Policy should be readopted with no changes.									Carried.	

16.	Proposed by Cllr. Facey, Seconded by Cllr. Fillingham that the Ward Member is asked to write to Noah Law MP asking him to support or table a Parliamentary question as follows: ‘Given that the Climate Change Act 2008 established the Adaptation Reporting Power to assess how well critical infrastructure is preparing for climate risks, and noting that it has only once been used as originally intended, will the Government now commit to exercising this power on a mandatory basis to ensure Parliament has a complete and transparent picture of the UK’s resilience to climate impacts?’											Carried.
	Cllr. Prynn asked for it to be minuted that she had abstained because the proposal was political.

17.	To receive the monthly report from the Digital Working Group (WG).  Cllr. Prynn announced that she had resigned as Chair of the WG.  Cllr. Gann confirmed that he would cover the role until the Council’s AGM, and would co-ordinate with Carlyon Systems the resolution of ongoing access issues.

18.	Devolution Working Group (Cllr. Collins).
18a.	Cllr. Collins had circulated the monthly report from the WG, which was taken as read.
18b.	Proposed by Cllr. Facey, Seconded by Cllr. Barham that the Council should enter into a management agreement with Cornwall Council for the maintenance by volunteers of Valley Road Garden pending the adoption of a possible devolution agreement.										Carried.
18c.	It was noted that the Mevagissey Activity Centre (MAC) is hampered in its pursuance of funding opportunities because of the short time remaining on its lease from Cornwall Council, and that if the Parish Council took full possession of the freehold, it would be able to extend the lease as necessary.  The Chairman agreed to call an Extraordinary Meeting to consider a proposal along these lines.  The meeting will be on 23rd April.
18d.	Cllr. Fillingham has obtained estimates for upgrading the play equipment in the various parks. 
18e.	The Clerk was asked to add to the next agenda a proposal to engage a financial expert to produce a projection ready for devolution.
18f.	Cllrs. Gann and King had met the owner of Cosy Nook to discuss the retaining wall behind the Valley Road toilet block, and this was ongoing.

19.	Cllr. Facey reported that the problems with the blue door at the West Wharf public toilet had persisted, and Healthmatic would be on site on Monday to resolve them.  GCF would once again be providing hanging baskets at both toilet blocks at their own expense.

20.	Cllr. King presented his monthly report from the Climate Action Working Group (WG), including details of the following events to be funded from the WG’s budget:
· Eden Sustainability Sussed Workshop trip for Mevagissey Primary School Yr 5 & 6 booked for Friday 12th June as part of the national Great Big Green Week 2026; 
· We agreed to sponsor a race at the upcoming Wild Wonder and Wisdom ‘Walkie Talkies +’ group event on the Saturday 9th May at the MAC.
21.	The provision of seasonal litter bins will resume on 1st May, with collections twice weekly.

	[Note: Cllr. Whatty left the meeting at this point].

22.	Planning and Enforcement.

22a.	Planning decisions (for information only).

	PA26/01327 : Non material amendment in relation to decision notice PA17/11678 dated 03.05.2018 for changes to front wall to property, addition of glass balconies, window changed to double doors and addition of solar panel on roof.  The Battery Battery Terrace Mevagissey St Austell Cornwall PL26 6QS			WITHDRAWN

	PA25/08858 : Permission in Principle for the erection of up to 8 residential dwellings (minimum of 8 dwellings, maximum of 8 dwellings).  Land East Of Mevagissey CP School Mevagissey Cornwall PL26 6TD	       REFUSED

	PA26/01427 : Alterations and a new roof extension.  25 Portmellon Park Mevagissey St Austell Cornwall PL26 6XD
												WITHDRAWN
22b.	There were no other planning matters.

22c.	There was no reliable update from Cornwall Council on current Planning Enforcement cases. 

23.	The meeting ended at 9.20 pm.  Dates of next meetings: 21 May 2026 (to follow the Annual Meeting of Electors and the Council’s AGM) and 22 May 2026 for planning issues.











	Signed .........................................................................................	Dated ....................................
3
