		
   MEVAGISSEY PARISH COUNCIL
mevagissey-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Mevagissey Activity Centre
On Thursday 19 February 2026 at 7pm

Present 	M Roberts (Chairman), G Barham, J Fillingham, J Gann, P King, K Prynn, P Simpson, J Whatty.

In Attendance	Cllr. J Mustoe (Ward Member) (arr. 7.10 pm), P Howson (Clerk to the Council).
			.		
	UNRATIFIED UNLESS SIGNED	 
	
1.	Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. J Morgan, L Burdett, B Collins, G Shephard, and M Facey.
Cllr. J Mustoe (Ward Member) would be arriving late.

2.	Cllr. Roberts declared an interest in agenda item 20 (Feast Week grant application).	
	Cllr Prynn declared an interest in agenda items 20 and 18 (Ocean Housing).
	Cllr. Barham declared an interest in agenda item 18.

3.	Cllr. Barham had submitted a written request for a dispensation to speak on, but not to vote on, agenda item 18.
	Proposed by Cllr. Gann, Seconded by Cllr. Whatty that such a dispensation should be granted for this meeting.
													Carried.

4.	Public participation.   There were no members of the public present.

5.	Proposed by Cllr. Whatty, Seconded by Cllr. Barham that the minutes of the meeting held on 15 January 2026 be accepted.											Carried.
	The Chairman signed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

6.	Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Whatty that the minutes of the meeting held on 16 January 2026 be accepted.											Carried.
	The Chairman signed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

7.	Proposed by Cllr. Prynn, Seconded by Cllr. Barham that the minutes of the extraordinary planning meeting held on 29 January 2026 be accepted.									Carried.
	The Chairman signed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

8.	The Clerk reported that:
· He had written to Cllr. Dan Rogerson (CC Portfolio Holder for Transport) asking for School Hill to be added to the gritting schedule, and a reply is awaited;
· Representatives of St Austell Health Care will be coming to the March meeting to present the Carlyon House plans and discuss the Mevagissey Surgery contract;
· Members had provided input for the proposed list of the Council’s achievements in 2025, and a draft summary had been circulated for comment (Cllr. Mustoe offered to work this up into a presentation suitable for social media);
· The Deputy Chair of the Harbour Trustees had advised that their application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund for the harbour resilience project was unsuccessful;
· All those with gov.uk email addresses (ie members, tree warden, and the Clerk) had been enrolled on the courses recommended in the Council’s IT policy, ie Information Security Awareness Essentials and Data Protection Essentials, with the exception of Cllrs. Burdett and King who have recently taken similar courses;
· Cllrs. Gann and King have agreed to meet the owner of the property adjoining the Valley Road public toilet block to discuss liability;
· Overnight closure of Church Street from 9pm - 6am, 2nd – 6th March, had been approved for works by Openreach, with the one-way system suspended during the closure periods.  Cyclists and pedestrians will be exempted, and vehicular access to residences and businesses will be maintained;
· At the last meeting it had been agreed that the central of the three benches on Chapel Point Lane could be made available for a dedication plaque, but there is already one there.  Members had been unable to shed any light on this.  Also, the other two benches require renovation and are not currently on the Asset List. 
Proposed by Cllr. Simpson, Seconded by Cllr. King that the third bench on Chapel Point Lane should be offered for a dedication plaque, with the beneficiary being responsible for the bench’s renovation.			Carried.

9.	The Ward Member's report had been circulated and was taken as read.  It can be seen on the Council’s website.

10.	To approve the monthly finances.	
		
	Bills to Pay
	Valley Rd PC water 03/01/26 - 02/02/26 (paid)
	£
	374.76
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC water 03/01/26 - 02/02/26 (paid)
	£
	83.37
	
	

	
	Valley Rd PC electricity 02/01/26 - 01/02/26 (paid)
	£
	38.61
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC electricity 02/01/26 - 01/02/26 (paid)
	£
	34.56
	
	

	
	Public event expenses 
	£
	21.00
	
	

	
	Public event printing costs
	£
	58.34
	
	

	
	Public event display materials design cost
	£
	180.00
	
	

	
	February IT support
	£
	70.46
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC hygiene services 08/03/26 - 07/06/26
	£
	397.23
	
	

	
	January staff costs
	£
	1,854.12
	
	

	
	Operate Valley Rd PC February 2025
	£
	1,457.97
	
	

	
	Operate West Wharf PC February 2025
	£
	1,432.88
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC monthly service fee for card readers
	£
	36.00
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	£
	6,039.30
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accounts
	Amount available to spend as of last meeting
	£
	132,517.47
	
	

	
	Expenditure last month
	£
	5,728.67
	
	

	
	  plus Annual fee for Portmellon defibrillator
	£
	48.00
	
	

	
	  IT support January
	£
	55.46
	
	

	
	  Advance for WC winter maintenance programme
	£
	2,864.00
	
	

	
	  Benches and noticeboard renovation (final payment)
	£
	107.52
	
	

	
	  Climate Action Group - hire of hall and kitchen
	£
	52.50
	
	

	
	  January meeting room hire
	£
	73.80
	
	

	
	  Bank charges
	£
	9.60
	
	

	
	Business contribution to seasonal litter bins
	£
	250.00
	
	(Received)

	
	Money in bank
	£
	123,827.92
	
	

	
	Available to spend
	£
	123,827.92
	
	

	
	Bank Statements (31/01/2026)
	
	
	
	

	
	Current Account
	
	
	£
	34.50

	
	Deposit Account
	
	
	£
	123,793.42

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	£
	123,827.92



	Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Prynn that the monthly finances be approved and the bills paid.
													Carried.

11.	Cllr. Gann had circulated a report from the Devolution Working Group (WG) which was discussed.  
Cllr. Mustoe will organise a meeting of all interested parties regarding the closed cemetery to establish responsibilities and obligations prior to any move to take on its maintenance (a resolution to be made at the next meeting).
The non-registered land above River Street could be maintained by volunteer effort, and perhaps later it can be registered to the Council.  The safety of the retaining walls would need to be checked.
The CIL application for the Valley Road Recreation Ground now looks likely to be for £75K rather than the £100K originally expected.  CC’s devolution team would arrange this, but this Council must formally register an interest.
The Asset Group TOR would be amended so that the scope for risk assessments is extended to include assets not currently owned by the Council, and this will be presented for adoption at the next meeting.
The Devolution WG will arrange a meeting with the Staff Committee to agree future staff requirements to meet the extra demands of the devolution exercise.

11a.	Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Whatty that the Council writes to CC’s devolution team to express an interest in CIL funding for Valley Road Recreation Ground.						Carried.

11b.	Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Simpson that Cllr. Fillingham be co-opted onto the Asset Working Group and the Devolution Working Group.								Carried.

12.	To receive a report from the Public Toilets Working Group.  The Clerk reported that the West Wharf accessible unit had been closed pending the delivery of a replacement flush handle.  Meanwhile, the repainting inside the ladies and gents was under way.

13.	To receive a report from the Climate Action Working Group.  Cllr. King reported that 128 plastic sweet tubs had been collected for recycling, with the income going to MacMillan Cancer Support.  The WG’s monthly meeting would be next week.

14.	There was no report from the Asset Working Group, who will need to agree actions for the Chapel Point benches.

15.	To receive a report from the Digital Working Group.  Cllr. Prynn reported that GDPR training had been rolled out, and the replacement website was in hand.

	[Note: the Ward Member left the meeting at this point].

16.	Cllr. Barham reported that he and Cllr. Facey had visited the Lower Well Park resident who had offered to fund the provision of a public access defibrillator on their property, and it had been agreed that the resident would buy the machine and pay for the power to run it, and Cllr. Barham would arrange for its installation.
	Proposed by Cllr. Prynn, Seconded by Cllr. Gann that spend of up to £350 be approved to cover the installation of the defibrillator.											Carried.

17.	To consider applying for the title of UK Town of Culture 2028.  Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. King that an Expression of Interest (EOI) be submitted for this title.						Carried.

18.	Proposal to ask Ocean Housing to clarify their policy on maintenance and management fees, which appear to be different for each shared ownership.  Cllr. Prynn withdrew for this item, having declared an interest.
	Cllr. Barham outlined the issue which had arisen and then withdrew, having declared an interest.
	Proposed by Cllr. Gann, Seconded by Cllr. Fillingham that the Council writes to Ocean Housing asking them to clarify their policy on maintenance fees and management fees.						Carried.

19.	Cllr. Gann reported that fund raising efforts by the Mevagissey Activity Centre (MAC) were constrained by the time remaining on the current lease.
	Proposed by Cllr. Gann, Seconded by Cllr. Barham that the Council writes to the MAC to confirm that, should the freehold of the land the MAC is built upon transfer to the Council, then the Council would extend the current Lease for a period in excess of 10 (ten) years.					Carried.

20.	To consider a grant application from the Mevagissey Feast Week Committee for a grant of £2,000.
	Cllrs. Roberts and Prynn withdrew for this item, having declared an interest.
	Cllr. Fillingham also declared an interest and withdrew.
	Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Gann that Cllr. Simpson should take the Chair for this item	Carried.
	Proposed by Cllr. Barham, Seconded by Cllr. Gann that a grant of £2,000 be made to the Mevagissey Feast Week Committee towards the cost of replacing worn pole clamps and flag arms, purchasing new stainless steel poles, renewing the silk for the flag toppers, creating new flags and adding decoration in additional village locations, payable under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s 145.					Carried.
	
21.	The meeting ended at 9.35 pm.  Date of next meeting: 19 March 2026.	
















	Signed .........................................................................................	Dated ....................................
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