		
   MEVAGISSEY PARISH COUNCIL
mevagissey-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Mevagissey Activity Centre
On Thursday 16 October 2025 at 7pm

Present 	M Roberts (Chairman), M Facey (Vice-Chairman), L Burdet, B Collins, J Gann, J Morgan, K Prynn, 
G Shephard, J Whatty.

In Attendance	Ian Armstrong (Arco Sustainable Architecture), P Howson (Clerk to the Council), 3 members of the public.
			.		
	UNRATIFIED UNLESS SIGNED	 
	
1.	Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. J Fillingham, G Barham, P King, P Simpson, G Williams, and J Mustoe (Ward Member).  Cllr. L Burdett would be arriving late (arrived 7.40 pm).
	
2.	There were no Declarations of Interest or Gifts

3.	Presentation by Ian Armstrong, of Arco Sustainable Architecture, of his clients’ proposals for the replacement of bungalow ‘Didsbury’ on Chapel Point Lane with a two-storey dwelling, following advice received from the LPA to pre-application PA25/00849/PREAPP.  The presentation included copies of a comprehensive presentation pack and a scale model of the proposal.  Mr Armstrong then answered questions put by members.  The Chairman thanked Mr Armstrong and invited him to keep the Council apprised of progress.

4.	Public participation.   No members of the public wished to speak.

5.	Proposed by Cllr. Shephard, Seconded by Cllr. Facey that the minutes of the meeting held on 18 September 2025 be accepted.											Carried.
	The Chairman ratified the minutes by signing a copy.

6.	The Clerk reported that:
· The 19th September planning meeting did not go ahead because it was inquorate, just 4 members being in attendance, and therefore no minutes were produced;
· A letter from Cllrs. Shephard and Mustoe was sent to Noah Law MP regarding Cornwall Council’s school transport policy, and a reply is awaited;
· Cllr. Mustoe has requested a further supply of slate chippings for the War Memorial garden uplift.  This will cost £155.94, and is required to ensure completion in time for Remembrance Sunday;
· A notice of intention has been received  to implement a 24/7 closure of Jetty Street from 5th – 9th January to allow work by National Grid;
· A notice of intention has been received  to implement a 09:30 – 16:00 closure of Polkirt Hill from 12th – 15th January to allow work by National Grid;
· An email had been received from the Churchwarden of St Peter’s outlining work to be carried out to improve vehicle access from Vicarage Hill to an agreed parking area on land opposite the church.
6b.	Matters arising from the Clerk’s report.
Proposed by Cllr. Facey, Seconded by Cllr. Prynn that retrospective approval be given to the expenditure of £247.90 on materials for the improvements to the War Memorial Garden, and that further expenditure up to £250 be authorised to complete the work, payable under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1894 s 8(1)(i).
												Carried.

7.	The Ward Member's report had been circulated and was taken as read. It can be seen on the Council’s website.
Cllr. Gann asked that Cornwall Council’s (CC) consultation on the Penwinnick roundabout proposals should be publicised and the public encouraged to respond.

8.	To approve the monthly finances.     
		
	Bills to Pay
	September meeting room hire (paid)
	£
	68.70 
	
	

	
	Service seasonal litter bins 01/09/25 - 15/09/25 (paid)
	£
	278.64 
	
	

	
	Valley Road PC electricity 02/09/25 - 01/10/25 (paid)
	£
	43.89 
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC electricity 02/09/25 - 01/10/25 (paid)
	£
	50.97 
	
	

	
	Uncontested election charges
	£
	359.33 
	
	

	
	Service seasonal litter bins 22/09/25 - 29/09/25 
	£
	185.76 
	
	

	
	IT support October 2025
	£
	54.86 
	
	

	
	Operate Valley Rd PC October 2025
	£
	1,457.97
	
	

	
	Operate West Wharf PC October 2025
	£
	1,432.88
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC water 04/09/25 - 01/10/25
	£
	186.00 
	
	

	
	Valley Road PC water 04/09/25 - 01/10/25
	£
	620.40 
	
	

	
	September staff costs
	£
	1,854.12 
	
	

	
	Office costs
	£
	3.52 
	
	

	
	Materials for Memorial Garden maintenance
	£
	247.90 
	
	

	
	Meeting room hire on 09/10/25
	
	20.00 
	
	

	
	Councillor training
	
	102.00 
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	£
	6,966.94
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accounts
	Amount available to spend as of last meeting
	£
	96,671.04
	
	

	
	Expenditure last month
	£
	12,888.64
	
	

	
	  plus Bank charges
	£
	26.85
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC cardreader receipts (net)
	£
	1,282.45
	
	Received

	
	West Wharf PC cash receipts
	£
	1,160.00
	
	Received

	
	Precept (second payment)
	£
	65,000.00
	
	Received

	
	PC advertising fees
	£
	500.00
	
	Received

	
	Bank interest
	£
	668.87
	
	Received

	
	Money in bank
	£
	152,366.87
	
	

	
	Available to spend
	£
	152,366.87
	
	

	
	Bank Statements (30/09/2025)
	
	
	
	

	
	Current Account
	
	
	£
	26.33

	
	Deposit Account
	
	
	£
	152,340.54

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	£
	152,366.87


	
Proposed by Cllr. Prynn, Seconded by Cllr. Facey that the monthly finances be approved and the bills paid.
Carried.	
	A copy of the October payment schedule was signed by two members of the Finance Committee.
	
9.	Proposed by Cllr. Shephard, Seconded by Cllr. Morgan that the 2025/26 Q2 Statement of Accounts be accepted.
													Carried.
	A copy of the accounts was signed by the Chairman.

10.	Cllr. Collins had circulated a copy of the Devolution Working Group’s monthly report which was taken as read.
	The Group will meet on the second Thursday of each month.

11.	To receive a report from the Public Toilets Working Group.  Cllr. Facey reported that it had been a relatively quiet month, with no damage to report.  Shanty Fest had paid for extra cleaning of West Wharf PC to be carried out following this evening’s ticketed event.  The Group will meet on-site shortly to agree any required improvements to both toilet blocks.

12.	Housing Working Group (Cllr. Gann).
12a.	To receive a report from the Housing Working Group.  Cllr. Gann asked for this to be dealt with in closed session.
12b	Proposal to contact the agent for a Section 106 property at The Net Lofts which remains unsold, to ask if there is any assistance that can be given to find a buyer or if there are any problems which are preventing the sale.
	Proposed by Cllr. Gann, Seconded by Cllr. Burdett that a letter be sent to CC’s affordable housing officer asking to be kept informed of developments following the Ward Member’s recent approach, and asking for confirmation of whether the property is currently occupied, and if not what is holding up the sale.			Carried.

13.	Cllr. Burdett had circulated a copy of the Climate Action Working Group’s monthly report which was taken as read and was as follows:
	New Group members: We’d like to extend a warm welcome to another new member (or rather welcome the return of an original group founding member) Christine Leiser.
	Business Link: In a move to focus group members with specific areas of primary responsibility, Cllr Gann agreed to be business link, to reach out to & collaborate with local businesses, with focus on sustainability, and sharing eco-friendly trusted contacts, eco (best) practices & group buying between all local businesses. E.g. Olleco food waste recycling into renewable energy.  Note: Cllr Burdett will remain as the local School Link.
Tree Warden: Paul proposed that he create a new FaceBook page specifically for the Tree warden, which was agreed, with technical support offered to be provided by the group where necessary. The page will be a one stop shop place for local residents to go for all tree related matters, such as planting advice, maintenance advice etc.  Discussed Forest for Cornwall’s Back Garden Forest free tree giveaways - St.Austell: Saturday 28th February 2026, 10.30am-12.30pm, St Austell Library, PL25 4LD. Paul conveyed his disappointment that this date is very late indeed in the tree planting season & an earlier date would have been better. Look out for updates on the new Tree Warden FaceBook page.  Discussed Woodland Trust tree giveaways too, with Paul advising they would be best to help people/groups identify suitable planting sites before giving away free trees.  National Tree Week (Saturday 22nd - Sunday 30th November) was discussed & Paul confirmed he’s not intending to run any event / session during the week this year.  Advice that Tree warden will be unavailable for the month of November.
New Initiatives: This month’s working group meeting focused on new initiative ideas & expanding on some of the new initiatives recently identified at our previous meeting.  We specifically targeted expanding these initiatives, both during our meeting and will continue post-meeting, led by Cllr Gann:  Improving local houses Eco efficiency / retrofitting (inc.the importance of local trusted suppliers).

14.	Asset Working Group.
14a.	Cllr. Shephard reported that there were no issues with current assets.
14b.	Proposed by Cllr. Morgan, Seconded by Cllr. Collins that expenditure of up to £1,000 be authorised for the refurbishment of the Market Square phone box, excluding fitting out costs, payable under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1894 s 8(1)(i).									Carried.

 15.	Digital Working Group (Cllr. Prynn).
15a.	To receive a report from the Digital Working Group (Cllr. Prynn).
15b.	To approve the Terms of Reference for the Working Group.  Proposed by Cllr. Facey, Seconded by Cllr. Whatty that the Specific Areas of Responsibility should include ‘Determine the steps necessary to comply with Assertion 10 of the 2025/26 AGAR covering digital and data compliance’, and that the TOR should then be approved.	Carried.

16.	Proposal to reimburse the Cornwall Chamber of Commerce for their promotion of Mevagissey as a cruise destination at this month’s Seatrade Europe event in Hamburg, up to a maximum of £750, payable under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s 144 (Cllr. Facey) (deferred from September).
	Proposed by Cllr. Gann, Seconded by Cllr. Facey that reimbursement up to £250 be made on receipt of a copy of the invoice.												Carried.

17.	To consider an offer from a Lower Well Park resident to fund the provision of a public access defibrillator on their property (Cllr. Roberts).  Proposed by Cllr. Facey, Seconded by Cllr. Morgan that the resident should be thanked for her offer and informed that the Council will contact her following further consideration.			Carried.

18.	Proposal to arrange for the refurbishment of the Council’s benches in Trewinney Cemetery (Cllr. Morgan).
	The Clerk confirmed that this is in hand.

19.	To consider possible actions to support the harbour and local tourism following the closure of Visit Cornwall, including the implications for the provision of brown tourist signs.  Cllr. Gann reported that the move to replace the Model Railway tourist signs with Mevagissey Harbour signs had stalled following the closure of Visit Cornwall and the consequent need for CC to re-write the eligibility rules, although it was assumed that the application fee would remain at £200.  
Proposed by Cllr. Facey, Seconded by Cllr. Prynn that expenditure of £200 for this purpose be approved, payable under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s 144.						Carried.

20.	To consider a grant application from the Sarah Hunkin Ceramic Arts Studio for £375 towards the cost of producing 50 ceramic poppies for the War Memorial garden ready for Remembrance Sunday, with matched funding coming from the volunteers producing the poppies.  Cllr. Facey reported that the demand for the event had been greater than expected with a consequential increase in costs, so a further grant request should be expected next month.
	Proposed by Cllr. Morgan, Seconded by Cllr. Gann that a grant of £375 be made to the Sarah Hunkin Ceramic Arts Studio for the purpose stated, payable under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s 137.	Carried.

21	Planning applications.

21a.	PA25/05673 : Construction of single story garage/workshop to the side of an existing dwelling.  15 Portmellon Park Mevagissey St Austell Cornwall PL26 6XD.
	Proposed by Cllr. Shephard, Seconded by Cllr. Facey that the Council makes no objection.		Carried.
 
21b.	PA25/06280 : Addition of patio in front garden with transparent pergola overhead. Sleepers will be used to retain the soil on the slope.  6 Polkirt Heights Mevagissey St Austell Cornwall PL26 6TT
	Proposed by Cllr. Facey, Seconded by Cllr. Shephard that the Council makes no objection.		Carried.

21c.	PA25/07298 : Listed Building Consent to construct an internal wall to split an existing shop unit into two separate shop units.  Cofro 14 Fore Street Mevagissey St Austell Cornwall PL26 6UQ
	Proposed by Cllr. Prynn, Seconded by Cllr. Shephard that the Council makes no objection.		Carried.

22.	There were no planning decisions to report.
.	
23.	There were no other planning matters.  

24.	Proposed by Cllr. Prynn, Seconded by Cllr. Whatty that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for agenda items 12a (to receive the Housing Working Group’s report) and 24 (to consider possible planning breaches and to receive updates on existing Planning Enforcement cases).

25.	The remainder of the meeting was held in closed session.

26.	The meeting ended at 8.50 pm.  Date of next meeting: 20 November 2025.	













	Signed .........................................................................................	Dated ....................................
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