		
   MEVAGISSEY PARISH COUNCIL
mevagissey-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Mevagissey Activity Centre
On Thursday 18 September 2025 at 7pm

Present 	M Facey (Vice-Chairman), L Burdett, B Collins, J Fillingham, P King, K Prynn, G Shephard, P Simpson, 
J Whatty.

In Attendance	Ben Ringrose (Headteacher of Mevagissey CP School), Lucy Wright (School PTFA Chair), Cllr. J Mustoe (Ward Member), P Howson (Clerk to the Council), 4 members of the public.
			.		
	UNRATIFIED UNLESS SIGNED	 
	
1.	The Chairman being absent, Cllr. Facey took the Chair.
	Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. M Roberts, G Williams, J Gann, G Barham, and J Morgan.
Cllr. Mustoe would be arriving late (arrived 7.10 pm).
	
2.	Declarations of Interest or Gifts.  Cllr. Prynn declared a non-registerable interest in agenda item 21 (school transport policy) and had submitted a written request for a dispensation.  Proposed by Cllr. Shephard, Seconded by Cllr. Whatty that a dispensation be granted to Cllr. Prynn for this meeting to permit her to speak for up to 3 minutes on agenda item 21 and answer questions from members before withdrawing from the meeting.		Carried.

3.	Proposed by Cllr. Whatty, Seconded by Cllr. Collins that agenda item 21 be brought forward to follow agenda item 6.
													Carried.

4.	Presentation by Head Teacher of Mevagissey School and Chair of the PTFA.
Ben Ringrose opened by listing the achievements of the school.  The outgoing Year 6 pupils had achieved 82% in Reading, 100% in Writing and 100% in Maths, putting them in the top 6% of primary schools nationally.  The attendance rate for the school was 96.4%, against a national average of 94.8% and 94.7% across Cornwall.  The school aspired to a full extra-curricular programme comprising a variety of days out and a residential event in Devon, and the grant from the Council earlier this year had helped to facilitate this.  This was echoed by Lucy Wright. 

5.	Public participation. 
Lucy Wright, Kate Littlejohns and Sarah Buchanan all spoke on agenda item 21, detailing their experiences of Cornwall Council’s illogical, inflexible and inconsistent school transport policy.  Cllr. Mustoe, who had met CC’s Portfolio Holder for Transport earlier in the week, provided an update.

6.	Proposed by Cllr. Burdett, Seconded by Cllr. Simpson that the minutes of the meeting held on 21 August 2025 should be accepted after the reference to street lighting in minute #15 was removed. 			Carried.

7.	Proposed by Cllr. Shephard, Seconded by Cllr. Prynn that the minutes of the planning meeting held on 22 August 2025 be accepted.											Carried.

8.	To receive an update on Cornwall Council’s school transport policy and consider further action.
	Cllr. Prynn summarised the problems suffered by children and parents over the last few years by this policy and answered questions from members, before withdrawing for the remainder of the item having declared an interest.
	There followed much debate.  Proposed by Cllr. Shephard, Seconded by Cllr. King that the Council will write to Noah Law MP (copied to CC Portfolio Holder for Transport) pointing out that the Council’s previous correspondence with CC Cabinet members had failed to reach any conclusion and it had become apparent that CC was unable to discharge its responsibilities to the parents and children of this parish, and that the Council will escalate further should no action be taken.								Carried.

9.	The Clerk reported that:
· The Council’s external audit had completed to the satisfaction of the auditor and the documentation can be seen on the Notices page of the Council’s website;
· David Hill of Portmellon Boats is coordinating an investigation into possible means of saving the old metal slipway at Portmellon, and is keeping the Council and the Duchy updated on progress;
· Valley Road (B3273) will be closed overnight (7pm – 6am) between Tregiskey crossroads and Chapel Square between 29th September and 4th October for road surface repairs;
· The overnight road closure between Tregiskey crossroads and the Pengrugla junction has been extended until 24th September because work has been delayed by the weather.

10.	The Ward Member's report had been circulated and was taken as read.  It can be seen on the Council’s website.
He also updated the Council on the planned maintenance of the Memorial Garden, for which the Clerk will arrange the purchase and delivery of materials.

11.	To approve the monthly finances.
		
	Bills to Pay
	Mevagissey and District Museum grant (paid)
	£
	3,432.00 
	
	

	
	August meeting room hire (paid)
	£
	68.70 
	
	

	
	Service seasonal litter bins 04/08/25 - 11/08/25 (paid)
	£
	185.76 
	
	

	
	Second cut of inland footpaths (paid)
	£
	535.56 
	
	

	
	Attendants at West Wharf PC 31/08/25 - 06/09/25 (paid) 
	£
	439.56 
	
	

	
	Valley Road PC electricity 02/08/25 - 01/09/25 (paid)
	£
	43.69 
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC electricity 02/08/25 - 01/09/25 (paid)
	£
	53.81 
	
	

	
	Attendants at West Wharf PC 07/09/25 - 13/09/25 (paid) 
	£
	439.56 
	
	

	
	Valley Rd PC hygiene services 29/09/25 - 28/12/25
	£
	334.78 
	
	

	
	Service seasonal litter bins 18/08/25 - 25/08/25
	£
	185.76 
	
	

	
	IT support September 2025 & set up account for new member
	£
	94.46 
	
	

	
	External audit fee
	£
	504.00 
	
	

	
	Third cut of coast path
	£
	488.14 
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC water 02/08/25 - 03/09/25
	£
	359.86 
	
	

	
	Valley Road PC water 02/08/25 - 03/09/25
	£
	978.03 
	
	

	
	August staff costs
	
	1,854.12 
	
	

	
	Operate Valley Rd PC September 2025
	£
	1,457.97
	
	

	
	Operate West Wharf PC September 2025
	£
	1,432.88
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	£
	12,888.64
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accounts
	Amount available to spend as of last meeting
	£
	103,667.72
	
	

	
	Expenditure last month
	£
	9,617.64
	
	

	
	  plus Attendants at West Wharf PC 17/08/25 - 30/08/25
	£
	879.12
	
	

	
	  Councillor training
	£
	60.00
	
	

	
	  Bank charges
	£
	10.20
	
	

	
	West Wharf PC cardreader receipts (net)
	£
	730.28
	
	Received

	
	West Wharf PC cash receipts
	£
	2,840.00
	
	Received

	
	Uncleared cheques
	£
	1.00
	
	

	
	Money in bank
	£
	96,672.04
	
	

	
	Available to spend
	£
	96,671.04
	
	

	
	Bank Statements (31/08/2025)
	
	
	
	

	
	Current Account
	
	
	£
	25.42

	
	Deposit Account
	
	
	£
	96,646.62

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	£
	96,672.04



	Proposed by Cllr. Prynn, Seconded by Cllr. Burdett that the monthly finances be approved and the bills paid.
													Carried.

12.	Cllr. Collins reported that the Devolution Working Group would reconvene in early October.
	
13.	To receive a report from the Public Toilets Working Group.  Cllr. Facey reported that the facilities had been very busy, with considerable income from the West Wharf block.  The seasonal attendants had helped to ensure payment by users.  Now that the East Quay option has been abandoned, a work plan for the maintenance of West Wharf will be agreed.
[bookmark: _Hlk482195936]
14.	Cllr. Gann had circulated his report from the Housing Working Group, including that the owners of the former Model Railway have advised that they will be progressing with a full application in due course.

15.	Cllr. Burdett presented his report from the Climate Action Working Group:
Cornwall Climate Care Films: Discussions continue regarding linking with the newly re-established film club to show one of our climate films after their showing of their first feature film.  The two fishing related climate films will  be shown in the Harbour aquarium throughout Autumn until it closes in late October.  
Primary School: In discussions with Cornish Lithium and Eden Geothermal with regard to educational sessions on the topic of Geothermal energy.
	New Group members: Cllr Pat King and Jeremy Elvins.
New Initiatives: Areas relating to West Carclaze Garden Village, St Austell hydrogen project, and improving local houses’ eco-efficiency.  More details in due course.

16.	Cllr. Shephard reported on the recent meeting of the Asset Working Group to consider what works were required to make the Market Square phone box fit for purpose as a book exchange.  Emma Hunkin, who has volunteered to curate the exchange, was present.  The programme of works produced by Cllrs. Barham and Gann indicate a cost of £2,500 - £3,000, and approval for this spend will be requested at the October meeting of the Council.

17.	Cllr. Gann had circulated his report that there had been no issues with the seasonal litter bins, which would be reduced after Shanty Festival ends on 19th October.

18.	Cllr. Prynn reported that the Digital Working Group had met earlier in the week.  The Group’s draft Terms of Reference (ToR) will be on the October agenda for consideration by the Council.  Some actions have been agreed but are on hold until the ToR are approved.

19.	To receive an update on brown tourist signs highlighting the harbour (Cllr. Gann) (deferred from last meeting).
	Cllr. Gann had circulated his report which was taken as read and which included some proposals which will have to be added to the October agenda.
	
20.	Proposal to reimburse the Cornwall Chamber of Commerce for their promotion of Mevagissey as a cruise destination at this month’s Seatrade Europe event in Hamburg, up to a maximum of £750, payable under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s 144.  Cllr. Facey asked for this to be deferred to the October meeting, by which time further details were expected from the Cornwall Chamber of Commerce CEO (ex-Cllr. John Brown).
	
21.	To establish whether a quorum can be achieved for the October meetings which coincide with ShantyFest.
	This was inconclusive.  Consideration will be given to cancelling the Friday planning meeting, depending on the amount of business to be conducted.

22.	To consider a response to Cornwall Council’s review of existing dog bans on beaches.
	Proposed by Cllr. Simpson, Seconded by Cllr. King that the existing ban at Portmellon Cove (10am – 6pm during July and August) should continue unchanged.							Carried.
	
23.	The meeting ended at 20.55 pm.  Date of next meeting: 16 October 2025.	












	Signed .........................................................................................	Dated ....................................
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