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Cornwall Councillor Report – Mevagissey Parish – May 2026
I hope you are all well as we head towards the summer months, although the weather as I write this doesn’t feel very summery!
As we go towards the busy season it has been great to be out and about and see so many new businesses opening or getting a fresh coat of paint around the village – it goes to show that we have a resilient community despite the particularly challenging times for so many businesses at the moment. 
During my time as councillor for Mevagissey I have always worked hard to promote the work being done in our community to anyone who will listen. Recently I was pleased to welcome the Leader of Cornwall Council, Cllr Leigh Frost, to Mevagissey, to look at some of the exceptional projects that have been delivered by community groups in  the last couple of years, with the assistance of Cornwall Council.
Firstly we visited Mevagissey and District Museum, which has been revitalised with funding from the Shared Prosperity Fund (SPF), which has had its roof replaced, a new entrance and a new fire exit thanks to this funding. Cllr Frost took a tour of the museum and spoke with volunteers and trustees about the tremendously positive impact these changes have had to the running of this brilliant organisation.
Then we went on to the Mevagissey Activity Centre, and the MAC has absolutely turned itself around with funding from Cornwall Council, the Parish Council and its own community fund-raising efforts. SPF helped deliver much-needed and now well-used additional facilities in the hall, which have allowed it to be used as everything from a cinema venue to a soft play area for children. Most recently it has also allowed the creation of the Meva MUGA (Multi-Use Games Arena), which is well-used by sports clubs both locally and from as far afield as the Roseland and St Austell. Cllr Frost and I met with staff and the brilliant Charlie Clayton to discuss future plans for the site.
Unfortunately, the elephant in the room is that there is currently no replacement or equivalent SPF local growth funding for Cornwall after the Government declined to provide any in its most recent Budget. SPF was in my mind, transformative for many communities across Cornwall  - and I have been able to point to many examples, not just in Mevagissey but in many of the communities I represent where I have been able to have direct input into how it has been delivered, driving positive change for these areas. For the Government not to provide funding for Cornwall, while continuing to give it elsewhere, via schemes such as the Pride in Place Fund, is unacceptable to me. 
I am pleased that Cllr Frost is continuing to make the case to the Government as to why funding like this is important for our Cornish communities to thrive now and in the future. I will also continue to do my bit, both as a local councillor and also as Chair of the Cornwall South Community Area Partnership , to make the positive case to our MP and anyone else who will listen for fair funding for Cornwall.
Thanks to Phil Foster from the Bowling Club who came down to help me last weekend with the War Memorial gardening session.
Thanks also to Emma Hunkin who lent me something to kneel on!
We removed a sack full of garden waste, a few bits of litter, and had a general tidy up, it looks much better now.
Chris Ellis has kindly said he will pressure wash this next week.
On a broader note the Parish Council and Geoff Barham should be congratulated for their work laying a new surface around the War Memorial – it looks great and I have had a lot of comments about this.
I also had another meeting at St Peter's with reps from Cormac , Parish Council, and the Parochial Church Council to discuss plans for this historic space
As ever, should people need assistance with any issues they think I can help with, please get in touch at 07885277670 or via cllr.james.mustoe@cornwall.gov.uk and I will be happy to help.

