Cornwall Councillor Report – Mevagissey Parish – October 2024
I hope everyone is well as we go through October.
Firstly, as I write this we are midway through the Shanty Festival weekend in Mevagissey. This is a real highlight of the year for me and it was great to see Mevagissey and Pentewan over the long weekend of shantying, with groups coming from near and far to perform to packed venues in the area. The Shanty Festival has really grown since it first started in 2019, both in terms of length, but also in reputation, and as well as being an entertaining weekend, has brought money into our economy at a time when we were not traditionally busy, a real win-win – well done to Tristan Netherton and Alex Williams, as well as the many people who work for free both during the festival and all year round, to ensure it goes ahead.
In some updates from me for October, it has been another busy month.
With Remembrance activities coming soon, I was pleased to do my bit in helping Meva stalwart Jane Barron in tidying up and pressure washing the war memorial and gardens in one session, and then going back with paint supplied by Tim Blamey, with the addition of Sally Mitchell and painting the railings and gate. Thanks to the Cellar Bar for allowing us to use your electricity and water for this too.
In Valley Road Park, I met with Cormac and the Tree Warden to discuss a number of ideas for the park, both in terms of tree and bulb planting, as well as some of the community activities that are arranged for later in the year, plus around the maintenance of some of the existing trees and habitats.
Some of the play equipment in the park is beginning to show its age, and Cormac have advised that they are removing a couple of fault bits on the climbing frame, but are working with me and Cornwall Council to get funding to replace this.
Cormac have finished their works to reinstate Teddy Bear Steps between Vicarage Hill and Cross Park Terrace.
I am sure you will agree they've done a great job and have reinforced the bank with a wooden barrier, which is in turn bolstered by metal poles that have been piledriven into the ground. Thanks also to the team for clearing the blocked gully which was another longstanding issue at this site.
I have also raised various issues with Cormac about blocked gullies and overgrown vegetation on Vicarage Hill, and have asked for a meeting on site with the Highways Manager if these are not resolved. I have also now had a reassurance that the additional works I asked for between the Vicarage Hill roundabout and the Tregiskey Crossroads have been programmed and should take place fairly shortly.
I was pleased that following a combined and strong representation from myself and the Parish Council, that Cornwall Council and Cormac have confirmed they are implementing the 40mph speed limit from Pentewan Sands to Valley Road on the B3273, which is what we originally asked for.
A reminder to businesses of all sorts, holiday lets, cafes and restaurants, to please use a commercial waste license to dispose of your waste and do not dump it elsewhere, particularly in public waste bins. A local business was recently taken to court and prosecuted by Cornwall Council  - having to pay thousands of pounds as a result, so just don’t do it!
Finally in September’s meeting of Full Council I was pleased to see the motion which I seconded calling on Cornwall Council to campaign for push for more and fairer funding to help address issues with delays in the Education Health and Care Plans system was passed unanimously, 
As ever, should people need to contact me for assistance they can do so at cllr.james.mustoe@cornwall.gov.uk or on 07885 277670

